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SUBJECT: CDU CANDIDATE ERNST ALBRECHT ELECTED MINISTER- 
PRESIDENT OF LOWER SAXONY 

1 . ERNST ALBRECHT, THE CDU CANDIDATE FOR MINISTER- 
PRESIDENT OF LOWER SAXONY, WON A DRAMATIC ELECTORAL 
VICTORY OVER HIS SPD/FDP COALITION OPPONENT DR. KARL 
RAVENS, THE FEDERAL MINISTER OF REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT, 
CONSTRUCTION AND URBAN PLANNING IN THE BONN COALITION 
GOVERNMENT. ALBRECHT RECEIVED A MAJORITY SUPPORT OF 
79 VOTES OVER THE 75 VOTES WHICH RAVENS RECEIVED. ONE 
OF THE VOTES CAST WAS DECLARED VOID. 

2. ALTHOUGH IT IS PREMATURE TO SPECULATE ON THE COMPOSI- 
TION OF THE CDU GOVERNMENT IN LOWER SAXONY, WE KNOW FROM 
OUR DISCUSSIONS IN HANNOVER LAST WEEK WITH WIT .FRIED 
HASSELMANN, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE CDU IN THE STATE, THAT 
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TO THE FDP, HOPING TO FORM A CDU/FDP COALITION GOVERN- 
MENT THERE. WHETHER ALBRECHT WILL SUCCEED IN ENTICING 
THE FDP INTO SUCH A COALITION IS, WE BELIEVE, AT THIS 
JUNCTURE EXTREMELY DOUBTFUL. 

3. THE CDU ELECTORAL VICTORY NOW CONFIRMS THAT THE 
COMPOSITION OF THE BUNDESRAT WILL GIVE THE CDU AN 1 1- 
SEAT ADVANTAGE OVER THE SPD/FDP. THE CDU WILL NOW HAVE 
26 SEATS AND THE SPD/FDP COALITION WILL HAVE 15 SEATS 

IN THAT BODY. 

4. AS YET IT WOULD BE IMPRUDENT TO SPECULATE ABOUT THE 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ALBRECHT VICTORY AS IT MIGHT AFFECT 
THE BUNDESRAT VOTE ON THE RATIFICATION OF THE POLISH 
TREATIES. WE DO KNOW, HOWEVER, THAT ALBRECHT HAS REFRAINED 
FROM EXPRESSING HIS PERSONAL VIEWS ON THE POLISH TREATY 
ONE WAY OR ANOTHER. OBVIOUSLY HE WILL CONTINUE TO MAIN- 
TAIN THIS POSTURE UNTIL AFTER HIS EXPECTED NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH THE FDP ON THE FORMATION OF A POSSIBLE FORMAL COALITION, 
OR CASE BY CASE COOPERATION WITH THE FDP IN HANNOVER. BROGAN 
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